Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 30th June 2026

PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE MINUTES ARE DRAFT UNTIL RATIFIED BY THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL AT ITS MEETING ON 28th JULY 2026


Present: 
[bookmark: _Hlk181632767]Cllr Done  (Chairman)
Cllr C Hall
[bookmark: _Hlk196978269]Cllr. F James
Cllr C Jones
Cllr C Savage

In attendance:
[bookmark: _Hlk189062789]Mr. M . Donkin  Clerk to the Council
Cllr Alice Bond (Chair: Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council)
Ms Carrie Harvey – prospective councillor
1 member of the general public.

	1 Apologies for absence  
Cllr Parry
            County Cllr Arwel Jones



	2. To record Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda

                        None


	3. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on  26th May 2026

The minutes of the meeting held on 28th April 2026 were agreed as a correct record. Proposed by Cllr Savage, seconded by Cllr Hall and approved unanimously.
 

	4. Matters arising from the minutes
4.1   Ref: item 4.2.  Olive Nials’ Bench
Cllr Hall reported that the bench has arrived and commented on its high quality. The Chairman said that the bench will fit into his car and would be placed in situ on the 5th July or shortly afterwards. The Clerk will contact the groundsman at the Golf Club to seek permission to take the bench through the club’s grounds.
ACTION:  Clerk

4.2.  Ref: item 6.2.  Planning Application 23/1122/FUL
The Clerk confirmed that he had contacted Planning Enforcement and the officer dealing with the case had said that she expected that she would be able to conclude the work in time for the Council’s July meeting.

4.3.  Ref: item 7.6.  
There has been no further evidence provided. The Chairman had been to Tan-y-Foel but heard nothing. Cllr Hall said that she would put the item on the Council’s Facebook page.


	5 Finance 
5.1.   Current position
The clerk had circulated papers which confirmed that the Council’s accounts as at Thursday 26th June 2026 were as follows: -
Deposit account:  	 £ 8118.18
Current account:   	 £ 416.08
Pension account  	 £ 77.15

5.2  Internal Audit Report      
Cllrs had received a copy of the Internal Audit report together with the Annual Accounting Statement.
It was noted that the internal auditor had concluded that the council’s system of internal controls is in place, adequate for the purpose intended and effective,

There were two areas noted for attention:-
1 An apparent discrepancy in the Salaries heading. The Clerk said that this may be due to the timing of the arrival of the Payroll details and, also that HMRC had demanded an additional payment in year. He would analyse these and report back to the July meeting.

2 The risk assessment does not address the risks of supplier (procurement) fraud. The Risk Assessment will be amended to include this matter.
ACTION:  Clerk

Acceptance of the Internal Audit report was proposed by Cllr hall, seconded by Cllr Jones and approved unanimously.

5.3   Approval of Payments
· Llanymynech Village hall – Rent for the June 26 meeting  £24.00
· JDH Business Services Ltd.  -  Internal Audit Fee  -  ££410.40
· Ms Helen Williams – plants for planters  -  £171.85

Payment of the above items was approved.


	 6. Planning  
6.1.    There were no planning applications for consideration this month.

6.2.   Possible development of land sold by Carreghofa Hall Farm

Following an informal discussion with councillors at the June meeting, the Clerk read out a statement from County Cllr Arwel Jones :-

 I can confirm that the enforcement officer has been in attendance and has asked the owner of his intentions. I can confirm that I am in the email chain and will be advised of any developments in due course.
. 
Following this further issues were raised as follows:-

The land at issue was bought by a Mr & Mrs Nichols from the farmer, Gareth Powell.

We understand That Mr Nichols is now working for Mr Powell.

Mr Nichols has submitted a Pre-Planning Enquiry with the intention of building a ‘lodge’ on the property.

In the meantime, he has removed hedgerows and installed a double metal gate as Fiona James’ photographs show.

The Council has been informed,  although this is unverified, that the lodge is currently being constructed in a barn on Carreghofa Hall Farm.

We were also told that the land that Mr. Nichols has purchased is agricultural land and will require permission for ‘Change of use’ before anything is done.

The Council is concerned that the structure may be erected before planning permission has been sought.

We were further told that other residents have expressed the opinion that if development is allowed on this agricultural land, they will also consider applying for the right to develop. This also is unverified.

The Council is concerned that further changes may go ahead before the Enforcement Officer has completed his/her investigations.

The Council decided to make its concerns to the enforcement officer and hoped that this matter can be resolved as speedily as possible.
ACTION: Clerk to contact Planning Enforecement



	7. Other Matters 
7.1. 	Montgomery Canal Development Project 
The Chairman reported that the latest estimate for completion is December 2026.

Concern was expressed about the drop in the water level in the canal. The Chairman said that he had spoken to the team who claimed that this was because a fallen tree had blocked the Tanat Feeder. This is being dealt with and the level should be restored within 4 weeks.  Cllr Savage was sceptical of this explanation. She pointed out that the level was dropping before the tree fell. Ms Harvey said that she had been told that there was a blockage prior to the tree falling.

It was noted that over 1000 dead fish had been removed from the canal. The effect on wildlife in general was of concern. The Clerk said that the swans appeared distressed.

A resident had contacted the Council to  why are contractors (from the bridge project) removing the 'dropped kerb' crossing point at  Parc Llwyfen? No one was aware of this. The Chairman said that he would investigate.
ACTION: Chairman

7.2.	Council Leaflet.
In the absence of Cllr parry this item was deferred until the next meeting.

7.3.   Vacancy on the Council
Ms Harvey had expressed an interest in becoming a councillor. She gave the following account of her experience:-

I’m approaching 60 years but am fit and active. I took early retirement from the Civil Service (Probation within HMP Berwyn) in May 2024 and have spent the last 3 years renovating The Old Smithy (which I now run as a furnished holiday let) and currently Tanat Red House, in Carreghofa. The Parish will be aware that these properties fell into disrepair before the sad passing of the former owner and occupant, Mike Smith.

I studied youth and community work in my early 30s and have always had a strong passion for helping others. I’ve also a wide range of skills and experience I’d like to put to good use for the benefit of local people.

I first moved to Carreghofa in 2007 when my youngest daughter was 12 months old. She completed her primary school education at Carreghofa Primary School and attended clubs and community group activities in Llanymynech. I was also on the Border Pre-School committee for several years.
The Chairman proposed that Ms Harvey be co-opted on to the Council to fill one of the existing vacancies. This was seconded by Cllr Savage and agreed unanimously.

Cllr Harvey was welcomed on to the Community Council.

Post meeting note: The Clerk has informed Electoral Services

7.4.   Littering   
7.4.1. Poster competition update
In the absence of Cllr Parry, the Clerk read a note that he had sent:-
 Regarding the school and the litter picking competition, I have spoken with the head teacher who has agreed she will get one of the classes to work on this. We have a school board meeting on Wednesday so I will get more information then as to when we can expect the posters to be sent to us. But I would imagine before the end of the school year

The winning entry will be used as part of the Council’s anti-littering campaign. The Chairman offered to Fund a small personal prize for the winning entry

7.4.2. Littering 
The Chairman commended the recent litter picking exercise in the village. It was also noted that a litter pick carried out by Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council has included some parts of Carreghofa.
The Chairman said that the village was looking much tidier at the moment. He noted that litter thrown from vehicles had reduced after speaking to Kier. It was noted that a resident of Four Crosses who clears litter had also been active in Carreghofa.
. 
7.5.  Bus Stop Bench 
The Chairman said that he could understand Powys County Council’s position but he was concerned for the number of elderly people who use the bus and have to wait without any shelter or seating in the cold and wet winter months. The County Council has a sum of £250,000 to cover the whole of the county and, as they have to apply the ‘gold’ standard each bus stop costs in the region of £6000.

It was suggested that the answer might be to move the bus stop or to put a shelter at the other bus stop on the A483. The Clerk cautioned that moving the bus stop would require the permission of the Trunk Road Agent. Cllr Savage said that the other bus stop between the cross roads and the Boundary Stone does not have as much use and would be a substantial walk for elderly people at the other end of the village.  Cllr Savage also said that there are a number of bus stops in the village and the provision of one shelter might lead to requests for shelters at all stops.

The Chairman said that he would take a look and report back
ACTION: Chairman

7.6 Growing Food Locally
Council noted the item in the papers for the meeting from Duncan Fisher and  Sue Holbrook, Joint CEOs of Our Food Trust. They are asking if our community is interested in growing more food locally for local people and would like to hear from interested parties by the end of July.

They suggest three ways forward:-

1. Community growing, such as more allotments and community growing projects. 
2. Teaching people how to grow vegetables at home. 
3. Establishing small commercial farm enterprises growing fruit & veg for the local market, 

The Chairman said that though he had no objections to the proposals in principle it would be difficult to implement any locally. We have no allotments. Cllr Bond referred to the high cost of purchasing land for allotments as most spare land will be bought for housing development.

Cllr Savage pointed out that most homes in Carreghofa have gardens and those residents who wishes would probably already be growing their own vegetables.

Cllr Hall suggested that the matter is highlighted on the Council’s social media platforms.
This was agreed.
ACTION: Cllr Hall.
Clerk to feed back to the Our Food Trust

7.7. Grants
7.7.1. One Voice Wales Cost of Living Crisis Grants
One Voice Wales is launching the Cost of Living Crisis Project Small Grants Scheme, offering fixed grants of £500 to Community and Town Councils with an annual income of £25,000 or less.

It was thought that the Community Café might benefit from this grant. Cllr Hall agreed that she would contact the Café and get back to the Clerk if they wished to pursue the matter.
ACTION: Cllr Hall then Clerk

7.7.2 Road Safety Community Grant Fund
Council noted the communication received from the Dyfed / Powys Police and Crime Commissioner.
He  is launching a new Road Safety Community Grant Fund. 

The Fund is being launched to support local initiatives that improve safety on our roads across the Dyfed-Powys area.

The Chairman referred to a recent report from the  GoSafe Partnership which had concluded that the average speed along the B4398 was 27 mph. His  experience and that of other councillors is that vehicles regularly exceed the speed limit s on this road. He felt that the Council might use the grant to run its own speed survey. The Clerk suggested the purchase of a speed camera for this.
The Clerk was asked to go back to the Police and Crime Commissioner to see how much was available for these grants and if a speed survey would come within its purview.
ACTION: Clerk

7.8. Invitation by the Chair of Powys County Council to a reception at the Royal Welsh Show.
The Chairman of Powys County Council has invited councillors to join him at an informal reception he will be hosting at this year's Royal Welsh Show, to be held on Thursday 23 July at 12:15 pm,

Unfortunately, no one is available to attend this event.

7. 9.  County Councillor’s update                                                (County Cllr Arwel Jones)
In the absence of County Cllr Arwel Jones there was no report.

7.10. Social media Activity for the Council                                (Cllrs Hall & Parry)
Nothing new to report


	8.	Amenities
8.1.	Walls Bridge
The Chairman drew attention to the damaged gate at the entrance to the Playground. He said that the gate was sturdy and it only needed the securing of some of the ‘door furniture’. He will deal with this in the next week.
ACTION: Chairman

8.2. Football Field
Nothing to report


	9 Highways and Byways  
9.1.   Road Repairs and Potholes
Councillors reported problems as follows;_
· Pot hole in Carreghofa lane
· Four or five potholes at the top of Pen-y-Foel are now in urgent need of attention
· A manhole cover at the junction oof the A483 and B 4398 has been damaged . It is of cast iron construction and is under undue stress and will break unless repaired. It is also creating a lot of noise as vehicles cross over it.
· Two broken kerbstones in Orchard Green.
· The vegetation at the corner of Chapel Lane and the A483 is now even more overgrown as a result of the hot weather. This is a real hazard for drivers entering the main road.
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones

Cllr Hall said that people should be encouraged to report potholes and other hazards and could use the portal on the County Council’s website.
She offered to raise awareness of this by placing it on the Council’s social media platforms.
ACTION: Cllr Hall

9.2   Redefining yellow lines. 
The Council is waiting for County Cllr Arwel Jones re this matter.

In the meantime, it has been noted road markings at the junction of Chapel Lane and Tan-y-Foel have worn away. As a result, drivers are unaware of priorities and, unless the markings are reinstated, an accident could happen.
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones

9.3.  Signage
The Chairman reported that a resident at No 3 Walls Bridge had informed him that a traffic sign has a large arrow which appears to direct cyclists into her garden. This is becoming a nuisance for the resident and she has requested that the sign be corrected.
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones
County Cllr Arwel Jones


	10 To receive reports on Meetings from Outside Bodies
10.1  Burial Board
Cllr Jones reported that the Burial Board had met on 29th July. The board is running short of plots and it was suggested that if the hedges on the edge of Rectory Lane were cut down this would provide another 40 plots.  The removal of a hedge and erection of a fence on the other side would provide a further 20 plots.  The Board would like the two councils to commit to funding this project.

The Clerk reminded the Council that this same proposal had been put to the Council about a year ago and the secretary was informed that the Council could not consider this until it had a costed proposal before it.  Cllr Bond said that the same response had been given by Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council.

The charges made for burial were queried and Cllr Bond confirmed that the charged are in line with those charged by other local burial grounds.
ACTION: Cllr Jones to inform the Board that it should provide a fully costed proposal.

[bookmark: _Hlk214440231]10.2. Powys C. C. and Town and Community Councils meeting
Cllr Hall confirmed that a meeting had been held but that there was nothing new to report

10.3. Village Hall
Cllr Savage said that the Hall’s AGM had been held but, sadly, no new volunteers had come forward.


	Correspondence
11.1. Matters for decision
The Chairman has received a letter from a resident of Cae Haidd as follows;-
Sorry to have to mention the cherry tree again but it has grown noticeably since its trim last Summer. It is now coming over my hedge and the recent winds have brought down debris on to the car.  Please can you ask  the couple who cut the grass to give it a good cutback at some stage this year.
Many thanks,

The Clerk reminded Council that the maintenance of the green on Cae Haidd is the responsibility of the County Council. Nonetheless the Community Council had undertaken some work as a goodwill gesture.

Residents should not assume that the Community Council will always be able to step in.

The Chairman said that he had looked at the tree and it appeared to be in reasonable condition. The resident is entitled to remove any branches encroaching into his garden.

The Clerk was asked to discuss this with the Council’s grounds maintenance contractors but that action could not be guaranteed.
ACTION: Clerk

11.2. Correspondence to note.
Council noted the correspondence sent out by the Clerk since the last meeting and itemised in the papers for the meeting.

	From
	Date
	Subject

	Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council
	27th May 
	 Agenda and Minutes for Annual Meeting on 28.5.2026

	PAVO
	27th May
	Cancer Champion training 

	National Highways Midlands Scheme Communications
	28th May
	A 483 Llynclys to Llanymynech Survey Work

	One Voice Wales
	28th May
	What could your council do?

	Dyfed Powys Police – Police & Crime Commissioner
	29th May
	PCC Bulletin

	Powys Teaching Health Board
	1st June
	Seeking your views on the draft Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment by 30 July 2026 

	Dyfed Powys Civil Food Resilience Project 
	3rd June
	Final Report

	Mid & West Wales Fire and Rescue Service
	8th June
	Montgomery Open day

	Mid & West Wales Fire and Rescue Service
	9th |June
	Community Risk Register

	One Voice Wales
	10th June
	Training dates  June to September

	Play Wales
	11th June
	International Day of Play

	Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service
	16th June
	Events

	One Voice Wales
	16th June
	Welsh Nature Week

	Play Wales
	17th June
	June e bulletin

	One Voice Wales
	18th June
	Cost of Living Crisis Project Small Grants Scheme

	Llanymynech & Pant P. C.
	19th June
	Agenda and Papers for June meeting

	One Voice Wales
	19th June
	E bulletin Issue 26

	Sovereign Play
	22nd June
	£18 million playground fund

	One Voice Wales
	22nd June
	National Conference reminder

	One Voice Wales
	23rd June
	Final reminder  -  June training sessions




	
12. Any Other Business
12.1. Defibrillator
Apparently, the defibrillator has been used and this means that new pads will have to be installed. Cllr Savage said that she had been able to get three quotes for adult pads as follows;- £66, £67 and £74.

It was decided that, as the prices are so similar, Cllr Savage should purchase whichever pads can be delivered soonest.
ACTION: Cllr Savage

12.2.  Closure of Llanrhaeadr branch  surgery.
The Clerk reported than an official application to close Llanrhaeadr branch surgery had been submitted.
He reminded Council that it has written. He had written on behalf of the Council to  to representatives of Llanrhaeadr YM, Penybontfawr and Llangynog Community Councils expressing Carreghofa Community Council’s full support in their endeavours to keep the surgery open.
He asked if the Council wished to make any further representations. He was asked to write to the Health Board highlighting the Council’s concerns for the wider practice area.
ACTION: Clerk.

12.3 Purchase of Hedge Trimmers
The Chairman suggested that the Council purchase some hedge trimmers so that individuals could use these to deal with overgrown areas as necessary.

The Clerk, acting as Proper Officer, advised that the use of powered equipment by persons other than official contractors would invalidate the Council’s insurance in the event of an accident. It was agreed that no further action would be taken.

12.4. Clearing kerb edges, the footpath between Elm Tree park and the school, The Dolphin Car park. Road signs obscured by vegetation.

The Chairman felt that some action should be taken to deal with all these matters, The Clerk advised that all these matters were the responsibility of the County Council. It may be possible that the County Council would make funds available for the Community Council to include these areas in its grounds maintenance contract.

The Clerk will write to the County Council. In the meantime, he will ask the Council’s grounds maintenance to remove vegetation from road signs and clear the vegetation between Elm Tree park and the school.
ACTION: Clerk.

12.5. The Chairman pointed out that at present the Council does not have a designated PCSO. He felt that there should be better communication between the Council and Dyfed /Powys Police.
The Clerk was asked to write to the Police and Crime Commissioner to see what could be done to improve matters.
ACTION: Clerk,

12.6.  Meeting with MP
In Cllr Parry’s absence the Clerk read out a statement from him:-

I sent an email regarding the proposed dates for a meeting with the member of parliament, if you can let me know what the council decides I can go back to his office.

- but to recap - he can come July 21st and we move our July meeting up a week. Or we can meet him one day in August. if August can we agree on 2-3 dates to offer his office. 

- if the council didn't want to wait for his help on the speeding, bus shelter etc. just let me know and I can have his office begin work right away in lobbying the county council for us. This doesn't mean he wouldn't still come but it does mean if we are eager for help right away, let me know. 

Cllr Bond said that Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council was trying to get a meeting with their MP.

It was suggested that, as the parliamentary recess will soon be upon us that the two Chairpersons should meet with the two MPs at a mutually convenient date in August.
The Clerk was asked to write to Cllr parry asking if Mr Witherden MP could facilitate this with Helen Morgan MP.
ACTION: Clerk,


	13.      Date of the next meeting:
Tuesday  28th July  2026  at 7.00pm at Llanymynech Village Hall.
ACTION: All to note.




Approved by Council as a correct record: -  

Proposed:  ________________________________________________________	


Seconded:  ________________________________________________________	


Signed:  __________________________________________________________	Chairman


Date:     _______________________________________________________ 	
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